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tence of infallibility, dogmas opposed to the catholic
reason of mankind, and the plain sense of the canonical
writings. The gulf between us and the Church of
Borne is impassable while that Church continues what
it is. Tests that secure the territory already gained
must not be rashly laid aside.

It is admitted on all hands that the Thirty-nine
Articles are not perfect. The eighteenth and the
thirteenth seem to deny the possibility of salvation to
the virtuous heathen, or that good works can be done
by any but Christians. The ninth gives a description
of the original wickedness of man at variance with
the facts of human life, The fourth speaks of Christ
as in heaven, with a body consisting of < flesh3 and
* bones,' while a better authority tells us that flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven: The
sixth article gives a list of canonical books < of whose
authority never was any doubt in the Church/ and
yet among the < commonly received' are several which,
at diflferent times, have been the cause of great doubt
and controversy. These are imperfections which strike
us who live three hundred years after the Articles
were written, far removed from the strifes which
engaged the minds of those who wrote them: so
that more than a general consent could not now be
required of any man. Yet even with these imperfec-
tions, every one of these articles contains a protest
against dangerous errors. The sixth article is intended
to exclude the apocryphal books from the canon. !t;
thirteenth is aimed at the substitution of
works for those of the moral law.
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